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Branches of the U.S. Government
The U.S. Constitution outlines our country’s basic laws. The Constitution’s writers wanted to create
a strong national government. But they didn’t want one person or group to have too much power.
That’s why they separated the government’s powers into three parts, or branches. The members of
these branches share power with each other.

Read the chart below to learn more about the three branches of our country’s government.
Then answer the questions.

Use this week’s issue to help you complete the graphic organizer below. 
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Find a headline. Read the story that goes
with the headline. Then write a new headline.

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Scavenger Hunt
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LEGISLATIVE  
CONGRESS
100 Senators 
and 435
Representatives

Some duties of Congress include:
● writing bills, then voting on 

whether or not the bills should
become law

● collecting money from taxes

● declaring war

From the Earth 

to the Moon 

This week, look for free teaching resources from Home Box Office (HBO).
HBO, the makers of the original miniseries From the Earth to the Moon
(Signature Edition DVD set available September 20th), and TIME FOR

KIDS have teamed up to create a program that gives kids an in depth look
at Earth’s closest neighbor … the moon! Components include

● A comprehensive student guide: An eight-page magazine that details
U.S. space exploration events and discoveries as the U.S. sought to
become the first nation to land a man on the moon—and have him
return safely.  The guide also details how missions to the moon resulted
in the development of commonplace products many of us use daily.  

● A classroom poster: An eight-page poster that takes students through the incredible journey of
NASA’s Apollo 11 crew, as they became the first humans to land on the moon. This eye-catching
tool can help students further understand the events in a mission that was critical to the growth of
the U.S. space program.

● A program curriculum guide : Teaching materials and student activity sheets found on the back of the
poster. These informative reproducibles will help students better understand the concepts learned in
the From the Earth to the Moon and Back Again! materials—making it easy to incorporate these
engaging and important lessons into your curriculum. 

List two facts about the U.S. Supreme
Court that you want to remember.

1._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

2._____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

List one new word that you learned from
reading this week’s issue. 

_________________________________________

Use the word in a sentence.

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Find a quote, and circle it in the
magazine. Do you agree or disagree
with what the speaker said? Explain. 

Find a newsmaker and write his or her
name here._______________________________ 

Why is this person in the news?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Go to the Mystery Person
feature on page 8. Who is this
week’s Mystery Person?

____________________________

If you don’t know, what is one
resource that you could use to
find out?

____________________________

Now write your own Mystery
Person feature. Choose a
person in your class. Write 

three clues about this person
in the space below. 

Clue 1:______________________

_____________________________

Clue 2:______________________

_____________________________

Clue 3:_______________________

_____________________________

Challenge a friend to guess
your Mystery Person.

What are your family
members’ favorite
vegetables? Take a poll. 
Then show your results in 
a bar graph on the back of
this page. Compare your
results with this week’s 
Top 5 on page 3. 

EXECUTIVE
The President, 
Vice President and 
Cabinet members

Some duties of the 
President include:
● signing bills into laws or vetoing, 

or rejecting, them 

● appointing Supreme Court justices

● meeting with foreign leaders and
negotiating treaties

JUDICIAL  
Nine Supreme 
Court Justices

Some duties 
of the Supreme 
Court Justices 
include:
● deciding if laws agree with the

Constitution

● interpreting how laws should be
applied

1. Who is the head of the Executive Branch? ______________________________________________

2. Which branch of government is responsible for writing bills and voting on whether or not the
bills should become laws?

3. The Supreme Court is the highest court in the country. What is one of the duties of a
Supreme Court Justice?

4.The President can veto, or reject, a bill. But Congress can override, or cancel, a Presidential
veto. If two-thirds of all Congress members vote for the bill, it can still become a law. Why do
you think the writers of the Constitution gave Congress this power?

BONUS: Why did the writers separate the government’s power into three branches? What
might happen if the government’s power were in the hands of just one person or group? 

and Back Again!

Free Online Teacher Resources from TFK!

Log on to tfkteachers.com to access 
all the teaching resources TFK has to offer.
You’ll find
● Spanish translations of our World Report and 

News Scoop cover stories.

● Early access to each week’s classroom magazine 
and Teacher’s Guide.

● Weekly comprehension quizzes that test your 
students’ understanding of the week’s issue.

● Our reproducible archive, where you can search by
topic for reproducibles that have appeared in past
Teacher’s Guides.

● Our magazine archive, where you can search past TFK
articles on topics of interest to kids, such as the envi-
ronment, childhood obesity, sports and space.
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